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Minutes                                          
April 4, 2024 
Open Session                                             
7:30pm         

BOROUGH OF BOGOTA 
   Mayor and Council Work Session Meeting 

 
Meeting of the Borough of Bogota Mayor and Council meeting held on this date April 4, 

2024 in Borough Hall, 375 Larch Ave, Bogota, New Jersey at 7:30 P.M 
 
The notice for this meeting's time, date, location, and agenda fulfills the "Open Public Meetings 
Act," P.L.1975, c. 231, requirements. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Fede                    Present 
Council President Carpenter   Present 
Councilwoman Kohles   Present 
Councilman McHale   Present 
Councilman Mitchell    Present 
Councilwoman Vergara   Present 
Councilman Robbins     Present 
 
Also attending were Borough Administrator O’Malley, Borough Attorney Betesh, and Borough 
Clerk Flores-Bolivard. 
 
CITIZEN REMARKS: One (5) minute time limit per person 
 
Motion: Councilman McHale made a motion to open Citizen Remarks. Seconded by Council 
President Carpenter. The motion passed with a voice vote. 
 
Michelle Rupar- asked about the community solar project on the agenda, the Enterprise 
purchase order, and the increase in Mayor and Council salaries and whether Mr. Robbins was 
going to donate his increase. 
 
Motion: Council President Carpenter made a motion to close Citizen Remarks. Seconded by 
Councilman Mitchell. The motion passed with a voice vote. 
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COUNCIL RESPONSE TO CITIZENS REMARKS  
 
Mayor Fede- explained that a new warehouse building on Cross Street will have solar on the 
roof and it will be a community solar project that allows Bogota residents to “buy” the excess 
solar power generated. She said the Enterprise PO is a separate item because it was a tie vote and 
the Mayor can break the tie. 
 
Councilwoman Kohles- would support adding another Citizens Remarks to work session 
meetings and noted an amendment to the bylaws was needed. 
 
Councilman Robbins- said he would donate his Council salary increase to the Junior Police 
Academy. 
 
Administrator O’Malley that the salaries were increased after studying other towns and in 
recognition of the time and expenses that Councilmembers spend on Borough business. 
 
DISCUSSION 
  
No Mow May 
 
Mayor Fede- No Mow May is an initiative for residents to avoid mowing their lawn during the 
month of May to support insect and wildlife habitat. Residents would put a sign on their lawn 
indicated that they are not mowing their lawns and participating in the project. 
Consensus was against the project.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Resolutions 
 
2024- 100 Supporting a Community Solar Project in the Municipality 
2024- 101 Resolution requesting permission for the Dedication by Rider for Hometown Hero 
banner program trust fund 
2024-102 Resolution extending the Temporary Budget 
 
Motion: Councilman McHale made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by 
Council President Carpenter. All Councilmembers present voted yes.  
     
 
Resolution to be Voted on Separately 
 
PC24-05 Payment of Claims 
 
Motion: Councilman Mitchell made a motion to approve Resolution PC24-05. Seconded by 
Council President Carpenter. All Councilmembers present voted yes, except for Councilwoman 
Kohles who recused herself on items related to DPW and Superintendent Kohles. 
Payment to be Voted Separately 
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